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Series Acronym
R.E.A.L. Talk

Renewed - by the Spirit and scripture

Encouraging - to self and others

Authentic - in source and substance
Lively - in worship to God
Theme Scripture

James 3:2 (NLT)
2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way.
Review:

· How many people did well with their commitment to stop cursing this past week?

· How many people just flat out failed?

· First week we talked about boasting, last week we talked about cursing, this week we will talk about lying and gossiping

Lesson:

Psalm 15 (NLT)
Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord? Who may enter your presence on your holy hill? 2 Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, speaking the truth from sincere hearts. 3 Those who refuse to gossip or harm their neighbors or speak evil of their friends. 4 Those who despise flagrant sinners, and honor the faithful followers of the Lord, and keep their promises even when it hurts. 5 Those who lend money without charging interest, and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent. Such people will stand firm forever.
I) Godly people Speak the Truth to Others (vv.2, 4) 
· He asks 2 rhetorical questions in verse 2. Basically he is asking what type of people are those that live in God’s presence

· The first attribute of a godly person is that they speak the truth to others

· This is not to say that they have never lied, but they are not liars

· How many people here have ever told a lie?
· Some of us are master liars. Let’s look at how the Bible describes master liars

· Psalm 52:2 “All day long you plot destruction. Your tongue cuts like a sharp razor; you’re an expert at telling lies.” 

· Psalm 78:36 “But all they gave him was lip service; they lied to him with their tongues.”

· What leads us to tell lies?

· Godly people have an authentic or sincere heart, from this heart they speak truth

· Lying is a serious offense according to God’s Word

A – Lying is Devilish
i. John 8:44 “For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
ii. If you are a liar you are a child of Satan. Wow
iii. Big lies and little white lies are all from Satan
B – Lying is Deceitful
iv. Psalm 120:2 “Rescue me, O Lord, from liars and from all deceitful people.”
v. Deceitful means treacherous; to cause to accept as true or valid what is false or invalid

vi. This includes full lies and half-truths
vii. Why are half-truths equally deceitful as lies?
II) Godly people don’t Seek to Tarnish Others (vv.3, 5)
· He asks 2 rhetorical questions in verse 2. Basically he is asking what type of people are those that live in God’s presence

· The first attribute of a godly person is that they speak the truth to others
· The second attribute is that they don’t seek to tarnish or throw dirt on others reputations by gossiping
· Gossip is also known as backbiting. It means to spy out and run and tell.
· A gossip is always in the know about everybody’s business because they look for bad news; A gossip is always running and telling what they found out

· Have you ever spread gossip about someone?

· Let’s look at how the Bible describes gossips
· Psalm 41:6 “They visit me as if they were my friends, but all the while they gather gossip, and when they leave, they spread it everywhere.”
· Proverbs 11:13 “A gossip goes around telling secrets, but those who are trustworthy can keep a confidence.”

· Listening to gossip is just as bad as spreading gossip

· Proverbs 17:4 “Wrongdoers eagerly listen to gossip; liars pay close attention to slander.”

· Has gossip ever been spread about you? How did it make you feel?

· Psalm 69:12 “I am the favorite topic of town gossip, and all the drunks sing about me.”

A – Gossip is Divisive
i. Proverbs 16:28 “A troublemaker plants seeds of strife; gossip separates the best of friends.”
ii. Gossip can divide friends.
B – Gossip is Destructive

iii. Proverbs 26:28 “A lying tongue hates its victims, and flattering words cause ruin.”

iv. Those who you spread gossip about are your victims, which means they have been harmed by your crime
