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Series Descriptive

R.E.A.L. Talk

Renewed - by the Spirit and scripture

Encouraging - to self and others

Authentic - in source and substance
Lively - in worship to God
Theme Scripture

James 3:2-6 (NLT)
2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way.
Lesson:

James 3:2-6 (NLT)
2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way.  3 We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its mouth. 4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, even though the winds are strong. 5 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 6 And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.
I) A Disciplined Tongue (v.2) 
· How many people in here are imperfect?
· This scripture says that if we could control our tongues, we’d be perfect.

· Perfect means complete in moral character

· Our speech proves if we are complete in moral character or if we have character issues

· Someone who is always boasting is not complete in moral character because maybe they are insecure

· Someone who is always lying is not complete in moral character because they are dishonest

· Someone who is always cursing is not complete in moral character because their heart is impure

· Someone who is always negative in their talk is not complete in moral character because they are faithless

· What are some physical, mental, spiritual signs that you’re maturing?

· This scripture says that you know you’re maturing when you can control what you say and don’t say

· What are some areas of your life that you have trouble controlling yourself?

· Basically if you can learn to discipline your tongue, you can learn to discipline any other area of life
II) Dominated by the Tongue (vv.3-5a)
· The tongue is a relatively small part of the body
· It is actually one of the smallest

· But even though it’s small it can dominate your whole body
· The bible gives us two examples of something small that has great control
· A bit in a horse’s mouth is used to turn the horse whichever way the rider wants it to go
· Horses are strong animals, but can be controlled by something so small

· The rudder of a ship is the little fin or fan at the rear base of the ship

· When it turns it makes the whole ship change course

· These are pictures of boasting tongues
· People use little tongues to say big stuff

· Give me an example of how people boast/brag.

· Have you ever used phrases like

i. I swear to God

ii. I put that on my mama life

iii. Bruh, I’m for real for real

iv. Man I’ll bust your head, real talk

v. I promise

· Those are boastful phrases

· Matthew 5:34-37 says “34 But I say, do not make any vows! Do not say, ‘By heaven!’ because heaven is God’s throne. 35 And do not say, ‘By the earth!’ because the earth is his footstool. And do not say, ‘By Jerusalem!’ for Jerusalem is the city of the great King. 36 Do not even say, ‘By my head!’ for you can’t turn one hair white or black. 37 Just say a simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ or ‘No, I won’t.’ Anything beyond this is from the evil one.”

· Basically when we exaggerate and boast using phrase like, “I swear to God”, it’s of the devil.
· Sometimes you’ll feel the need to over exaggerate to get your point across, but you have to control your words so that you don’t talk beyond what you are able to accomplish

III) Damned by the Tongue (v.5b-6)
· Is a flame a good thing for a forest? No.

· All it takes is a little fire to burn down a whole forest
· Basically, all it takes is a few ill spoken words to mess up your life

· Have you ever caused yourself trouble because of something you said?
· Proverbs 21:23 “Watch your tongue and keep your mouth shut, and you will stay out of trouble.”
· One version of James 3:6 says that the tongue defiles the whole body
· Defiles means to stain

· An uncontrolled tongue is like:

i. a fruit punch stain on your brand new white shirt
ii. a stain on your favorite shirt that will not wash out
iii. skid marks in your drawls

· If you cannot control your tongue it stains your claims of being spiritual or saved

· James 1:26 “If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless.”

· I have you ever seen somebody who was dressed nice but had on one thing that threw off the whole outfit and made them tacky?
· That’s what an uncontrolled tongue is like. If you’re a child of God it is tacky for you to talk any kind of way. It is tacky for you to be always boasting and bragging.
· Your words can bring you trouble, stain your witness, and even bring a curse upon you.

· James 3:6 6 And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.

