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Series Descriptive

R.E.A.L. Talk

Renewed - by the Spirit and scripture

Encouraging - to self and others

Authentic - in source and substance
Lively - in worship to God
Theme Scripture

James 3:2 (NLT)
2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way.
Lesson:

James 3:7-12 (NLT)
7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8 but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been made in the image of God. 10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring.

I) A Savage Tongue (vv.7-8) 
· Our tongues are so unruly that it is easier to tame wild animals than it is to control your tongue
· Ohio man, Terry Thompson, had 56 exotic animals

i. 18 Bengal Tigers

ii. 17 Lions

iii. 6 Black Bears

iv. 1 Baboon

v. 1 Grizzly Bear

vi. 3 Leopards

vii. 2 Monkeys

viii. Wolves

ix. Giraffes

· Our tongue is restless, meaning no matter how much we use it, it is never used up.
· Our tongue can be evil; meaning the words it speaks can be destructive in nature.

· Do you know anyone who uses their tongue for destruction more than construction?

· The destructive tongue is full of deadly poison; basically venom
· Common attributes of venomous snakes

i. Quick tempered

ii. Swift aggressive attackers

iii. Paralyze victims

iv. Bites cause lost of limb, permanent scars, or death

v. Even antivenin cannot save some victims

· Look at how Romans 3:13-14 describes the sin of all people “13 “Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their tongues are filled with lies.” “Snake venom drips from their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.””
· Common attributes of venomous Cursers

i. Quick tempered

ii. Swift aggressive attacks

iii. Leave permanent scars

iv. Can paralyze or even destroy another person emotionally

v. Even apologies cannot save some of its victims
II) A Split Tongue (vv.9-12)
· How many people have ever praised God with their words?

· How many people have ever cursed at or about someone?

· We all struggle with having a tongue that is split in its use

· James says that it’s conflicting to praise God, then go and curse people made in God’s image

· Romans 12:14 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them.
· What would you do if somebody was like, “I love you”; but, “eff your Mom, Dad, Brothers, Sisters, and dog”?
· Is it okay for blessings and cursing to come from the same tongue? No.

· What if you saw me at Publix after church and I was cursing you out? That would be backwards.

· He gives us two examples of how two conflicting things cannot come from the same place.
· Aquatic example: Freshwater vs. Saltwater

i. Freshwater – contains less than 1% of dissolved salt. (Rivers, lakes, ponds, streams)
ii. Saltwater – High quantity of salt; high electric charge; tastes salty. (Oceans and Seas)
iii. These types of water are different chemical types

iv. Fresh water fish are usually tank or farmed raised; tamed

v. Saltwater fish are usually wild and free roaming; untamed

vi. For the most part Sharks cannot live in freshwater; for those who roam into freshwater they cannot breed there and must return to saltwater.

vii. Basically, your words should be fresh and not salty. 

viii. When your words are salty they are more acidic, electrically charged, bitter, untamed, and shark-ish (deadly).

ix. If you are thirsty the last thing you need is water straight out of the ocean, it will choke you

x. Your words should be refreshing to other people

xi. If you have saltwater speech, it is because you have a saltwater heart.

xii. Proverbs 4:23-24 “Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life. Avoid all perverse talk; stay away from corrupt speech.
xiii. Mark 7:20-23 20 And then he added, “It is what comes from inside that defiles you. 21 For from within, out of a person’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, slander, pride, and foolishness. 23 All these vile things come from within; they are what defile you.”
· Agricultural example
i. How can you identify a fig tree?
ii. How can you identify a grapevine?

iii. A grapevine will never grow figs. Period.

iv. This is not to say that as a Christian we will never slip in our speech

v. But it reinforces the biblical principal that the fruit you produce proves what kind of tree you really are.

· If you claim to be a Christian but you the best curser in your grade… that don’t match
